09/07/04 TUE 13:52 FAX 5152881338 



HCKEE VOORHEES & SEASE 



@009 



REMARKS 

Applicant has cancelled claims 1-23 rendering the rejection of those claims moot. The 
remaining claims in the case are claims 24-34. Claims 24-34 are entitled to the benefit of the 
earliest filing date of the parent case, Serial No. 10/070,531 issued as U.S. Patent 6,788,414 on 
September 7, 2004. The parent case claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application 
Serial No. 60/153,263 filed September 9, 1999. The effective date of the claims of this 
application is the provisional filing date of September 9, 1999. This being the case, the cited 
reference Doolen U.S. Patent 6,462,816 is not prima facie prior art under either any section of 35 
U.S.C. § 102 since its effective filing date is July 21, 2000. It therefore cannot be, and is not a 
reference against the remaining claims 24-34. 

Claims 24-34 are claims wholly supported by the original filing and are cast in the terms 
of Applicant's application, not the language of the Doolen patent claims 1-23. Therefore the 35 
U.S.C. § 1 12 objection simply does not apply to these claims and the 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 objection 
that was earlier issued is now moot. 

Applicant has filed a Terminal Disclaimer rendering any obviousness rejection that might 
be made over Applicant's just issued patent of September 7, 2004 moot. 

No fees or extensions of time are believed to be due in connection with this amendment; 
however, consider this a request for any extension inadvertently omitted, and charge any 
additional fees to Deposit Account No. 26-0084. 
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Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted 




EDMUND J. SEASE, Reg. No. 24,741 
McKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE, P.L.C. 
801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2721 
Phone No: (515)288-3667 
Fax No: (515) 288-1338 
CUSTOMER NO: 22885 



Attorneys of Record 

- pw - 



9 



PACE 10/12 * RCVD AT 9/7/2004 3:53:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:5152881338 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-10 



